H. C. Redeke. 1873-1945. I N APRIL 1945, a few weeks before our final deliverance from the oppressing German yoke, Dr. H. C. R e d e k e , late Director of the State Institute for Biological Fishery Research, died at Utrecht of a chronic illness. With him, the oldest fishery biologist of our country passed away.
Born in Amsterdam on 29th August 1873, R e d e k e graduated at the University of that town in 1898. Even before that, he participated in fishery investigations at the Zoological Station of Den Helder, under the leadership of Dr. P. P. C. H o e k. After the latter had settled in Copenhagen as the first General Secretary of the Council (1902) R e d e k e was charged with the organization of sea fishery research, particularly in connexion with the programme of the recently established International Council for the Exploration of the Sea.
In the opening years of the present century all scientific study, as well as the administration, concerned in this field of exploration, was still in its infancy and in a fluid stage, so to speak; it had to be real pioneer work. So, both H o e k and R e d e k e had it all their own way, of course within the limits of Governmental financial aid. R e d e k e took up his task enthusiastically in a hitherto hardly explored field. First as expert, later (1916) as one of the Delegates for the Netherlands in the Council, R e d e k e took an active part, so far as the means available allowed, in working out the programmes of the various committees of which he was a member (in 1912 and 1920 -22 he was chairman of the Plaice Committee and in 1920 of the Limnological Committee) and a major achievement was his contribution to our knowledge of the propagation of food fishes in the southern North Sea and a more satisfactory method of collecting Dutch fisheries statistics. He also studied the manysided methods of fishing in the Zuiderzee and drew up valuable reports on fish, fishing gear and vessels, and destructive methods of fishing in these waters. He acted as Scientific Adviser to the Government on fishery matters. When Dr. H o e k returned from Copenhagen in 1907 and resumed his former office, R e d e k e remained in charge of the sea fisheries, and eventually succeeded H o e k after the latter's death in 1914. During the first World War all sea investigation had necessarily to be suspended, and R e d e k e began instead an exploration of our freshwater fisheries, for which he had the use of a barge "Meerval" with which, in the course of time, he visited most of our provinces. This field of research, as well as that of the Zuiderzee (afterwards Yselmeer), held his keen interest to the last. He organized courses for students in limnology; he delivered clear and fascinating lectures for fishermen in various harbours; and in 1916 he was appointed a lector at the Amsterdam University on hydrobiology and planktology.
The application of pure science to practical questions regarding fisheries had a great attraction for him.
The problems of the post-war period in the 'twenties brought to the foreground many points of a technical and economic nature, and the need of improvements in our sea fisheries, which had, on the whole, lagged behind those of other North Sea nations. R e d e k e tried hard to assert himself as an expert in these matters also, against others who claimed to possess a better insight into practical matters, but it is not necessary to deal here with these conflicts. R e d e k e devoted himself more and more to limnological subjects, to the fauna of brackish waters, to diseases of fish, and the organization and maintenance of our salmon fisheries; he wrote faunistic papers on the fish occurring in the Netherlands, and he contributed or edited two extensive reports on the faunistic changes consequent on the draining of the Zuiderzee. On the occasion of his 70th birthday, when he had already lived for a number of years at Utrecht, his work was given its due appreciation by various people, including a host of young students who, as a result of R e d e k e' s unflagging activity in the Hydrobiological Club (of which he was the founder in 1921), felt the desire to honour him. He was at that time fully engaged in the preparation of a comprehensive work on the Hydrobiology of the Netherlands, which death has unfortunately prevented him from completing.
R e d e k e was a kind man, generous, quick to appreciate, and gifted with a sense of humour which he vented occasionally in bon-mots. Dominant in him was an artistic strain, coupled with good taste. He was fond of music, and well versed in literature. His outstanding trait was his desire for neatness. Not only was his laboratory always neatly arranged, but he never allowed himself to be slovenly in his dress. His editorial gifts were obvious from the judicious arrangement of the more voluminous reports that he wrote or edited. His love for books, not to say his piety, stood him in good stead in the cataloguing of the libraries of the Zoological Station and, long afterwards, of Utrecht University. His useful work as Director of the Zoological Station at Den Helder from 1902-1929 was gratefully acknowledged by his appointment as an Honorary Member of the Netherlands Zoological Society.
The older members of the International Council will no doubt remember R e d e k e' s forceful personality, his eloquence and his ableness in conducting an argument in foreign languages; and in personal intercourse, they will recall his cultured mind.
The list of his publications, dating from 1896 to 1943, for a large part in national periodicals, but also, up to 1939, in the Journ. du Conseil, in the earlier volumes of the Rapp. et Proc.-Verb., in the Fauna of North Sea and Baltic, the Rev. Internat. de Hydrobiol. et Hydrogr., etc., numbers 265 papers. His sense of neatness induced him to date all his papers carefully when finished, so that it was possible to arrange them all chronologically in the catalogue published in Vol. VII, 1943, of the Arch. Neerl. d. Zool., on the occasion of his 70th birthday.
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